Brutalism in Colour

A look into Brutalist style architecture
in Manchester juxtaposed against contemporary
European architecture.



Project Outline

Unit X
Brutalism in Colour

Project Statement:

Within this project | want to look at ‘'unwelcoming;, Brutalist style architecture
juxtaposed against classically refined, colourful, contemporary European
architecture. | will take primary research from the concrete city around me
and use creative platforms to source my secondary information. Throughout
material exploration and testing knitted structures | hope to combine the
two design concepts into my one idea.

Body of Work:

Throughout this project | plan to create physical development of knitted
designs, but curate a digitally based sketchbook/portfolio. | want to try

and work with the physical designs to create visually exciting digital pages
that show progression of the ideas and themes throughout. | want the concept
and context to be very apparent all through the work, so the body of work
feels refined to the audience. | also intend to make twelve final fabric samples
that I will photograph and put into the digital sketchbook

Research:

| plan to do mainly visual research throughout this project as | really want to give
a refined concept. | want to take inspiration from architectural design, fashion
design, garment construction and yarn qualities. | want to understand how
yamns work in arder to produce more structural knitted designs that would also
work well when on the body.

Challenges:

My main challenge throughout this project will be having to
complete my work from home. Using a domestic machine means
knitting in a different way. | will have to adapt my ideas to the
resources that are available to me. | plan to do lots of material
exploration to help me adapt my project efficiently,

Future Intentions:

As it stands I'm not sure | want to go down the designer route. |
want to work within Museums and Galleries, curating exhibitions
and making ‘art’ accessible to all.

| plan to use this project to develop my skills in refining ideas,
understanding concepts and contexts and understanding how
to structure my time efficiently.

Context:

For this project | plan to focus on a full fashion context. | want to
work towards a ‘ready-to-wear' context, so the garments feel more
relatable for the audience, | want to focus on creating an identity
within the knitted fabrics that represents the places | am basing
them off. The colours and yarns types used throughout will

be influenced by my architectural research.
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The Netherlands-based De Stijl movement embraced
an abstract, pared-down aesthetic centered in
basic visual elements such as geometric forms

and primary colors.

Led by the painters Theo Van Doesburg znd

Piet Mondrain - its central and celebrated figure — De
Stijl artists applied their style to a host of mediain the
fine and applied arts and beyond.

De Stijl's influence was perhaps felt most noticeably
in the realm of architecture, neliping give rise
to the international style of the 1920s and 1930s




‘Brutalist’ Inspired Primary Sources:
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Yarn Wraps
Colour Quantaties
Geometric shapes
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Dice Kayek
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